8                    The Mahabharata: A Criticism.
the Mahabharata war does not look complete without a
Parva giving the life and exploits of Shri Krishna, in
the same way as the story of the Ramayana would not
have been complete without an account of Havana's life
and  exploits;   and   the  Harivaipsha stands  to  the
Bharata in the same relation as the Uttarkanda stands
to the Ramayana.   Harivamsha, contrary to the Uttar-
kanda, however, is usually left out of the Mahabharata,
which stands by itself and ends as if nothing is to follow
it   The hundred Parvas of Vaisham payana, still retained
in the Mahabharata, are given in the appendix.   The
number of Parvas, as they are enumerated in the Adi
Parva, Chapter I, certainly exceeds one hundred, and
this  is itself sufficient to show that the Bharatst of
Vaishampayana was amplified by Sauti.  These hundred
Parvas Sauti put together in 18, as he himself admits.
For, he says, rt these hundred Parvas " were composed
by Vysa, but thereafter Lomaharshani, the son of Suta,
recited 18 Parvas only in the Naimisharanya.
i/To summarise the above, the present Mahabharata is,
as it were, a redaction of Vyasa's historical poem called
"Triumph" edited by Vaishampayana as Bharata, and
reprinted or reissued by Sauti, with notes and additions,
and with an introduction and a table of contents prefixed
to it   We shall now pass on to discuss whether these
reputed authors were real beings.